LOCAL CUSTOMS Bargaining: Except for the
swap-markets, prices are usually fixed.

Tipping: Tips are accepted and appreciated however there is
no set rule for tipping.

Local Cuisine: Valencia loves its rice and claims to be the
creator of paella. Other local favorite dishes include: El Pato
a la Naranja, roasted duck with oranges. Bunuelos are deep
fried fritters. There are numerous ways to make them. Arros
Negre, black rice, mixes a soup of squid or cuttlefish with
garlic and onions then adds rice.

Drink Specialties: Though Spain is justly famous for its
wines, for something a little different try a special refreshing
(non-alcoholic) local drink called ‘horchata’. It is made from
chufa also known as tiger nut.

Bottled water is recommended.

SHOPPING FACILITIES Most shops are open from
10:00 am to 2:00 pm and 4:30 pm to 8:30 pm.

Very few stores will accept U.S. Dollars, although most
accept major credit cards.

Value Added Tax (VAT), is added to most purchases. Visitors
who spend over a certain amount may be entitled to re-

claim some or all of the tax paid, however, regulations and
conditions governing the refund of VAT are subject to change
and Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd.® cannot guarantee the
cooperation of local authorities.

LOCAL CURRENCY The unit of currency in this port of
call is the euro. There are 8 euro coins denominated in 2 and 1

euros, along with 50, 20, 10, 5, 2, and 1 cent pieces. Every euro

coin carries a common European face. On the obverse, each
Member State decorates the coins with their own motifs. No
matter which motif is on the coins they can be used anywhere
inside the Member States. There are 7 euro notes. In different
colors and sizes, they are denominated in 500, 200, 100, 50,
20, 10, and 5 euros. The notes are uniform throughout the euro
area; unlike coins, they have no national side. All euro notes
are legal tender in all countries of the euro area.

There are plenty of exchange bureaus located through-out
the City, not to mention banks. Look for the word “Cambio”
(Exchange). ATMs are plentiful.

POST OFFICE AND TELEPHONE FACILITIES The Main
Post Office: 24, Plaza del Ayuntamiento

AT&T: 900-99-0011 MCI: 900-99-0014
SPRINT: 900-99-00

TOURIST INFORMATION The Tourist Information Center:
Plaza de la Reina, 19 - 46002 Valencia

TRANSPORTATION Taxis are generally available near
the Pier. There are few English speaking drivers and it is
advisable to negotiate a fare prior to departing.

Car Rental: Drivers must be 21 and have held their license
for 1 year.

USEFUL WORDS

Yes ¢ Si

No ¢ No

Good Day * Buen Dia
Good-bye « Adios

Thank You ¢ Gracias
You’re Welcome * De nada

NOTES

This information has been compiled for the convenience of our guests and is

intended solely for that purpose. While we work to ensure that the information

contained herein is correct, we cannot accept responsibility for any changes
that may have taken place since printing. © RCCL 2009. All rights reserved.
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GENERAL INFORMATION Valencia is located

on the east coast of Spain along the banks of the
Turia River looking out over the Mediterranean
Sea. The city has the typical weather of the western
Mediterranean with summers that are warm and
dry, spring and fall that can get a bit blustery and
winters that are usually mild.

Some traditions say that the foundation of the
original colony was laid in 137 BC on the orders of
Roman Emperor Flavius Julius Valens ... for whom
the city is often said to have been named. However,
Roman General Decimus Junius Brutus Callaicus is
more likely the early benefactor if not the founder
of what was then known as Valentia Edetanorum.

Since 1983, having had the original privilege
revoked in the 18th century, the city has once

again been designated as the capital of a semi-
autonomous region know as Comunidad Valenciana.
In the early 21st century Valencia’s population is
approximately 800,000 with an additional 700,000
in the surrounding metropolitan area. Over the past
decade there has been a large influx of new citizens
to Valencia due to and adding to the city’s dynamic
expansion. Together with those who have moved

to Valencia from other parts of Spain, most of the
additional newcomers have arrived from Central
America, North Africa and Central Europe.

The city leaders seem to have responded wisely
over the past few years as they directed growth
and developed opportunities to secure the city’s
continued prosperity. A decade ago Valencia was
primarily an uninteresting industrial port city
surrounded by a rich agricultural region. Then,
Valencia made up its mind to head into the 21st
century preserving and encouraging it’s deep and
exciting social characteristics, it’s culture and
customs while at the same time refurbishing the

& SHOPPING GUIDE
|
Valencia

city’s rich and historic architectural heritage. Valencia did not tear
down the old to build up the new.

There are the beautiful gardens and parks, unique riverbed walks

and museums, the restored ‘Old City’ that combines Roman, Moor
and Christian heritage...all side by side with works like those of
Valencia’s own architect Santiago Calatrava, who created some of
the most stunning and exciting modern architectural designs to be
found anywhere in the world. Today Valencia plays host to numerous
tourists, trade shows, conventions and conferences that draw business
and political leaders from across Europe and around the world.

One good example of the city’s vibrant renewal is the improvement
of Valencia’s port facilities. The result is that the city has become an
important and sought-after cruise ship destination. In 2007, Valencia
welcomed over one-million guests and spectators as host of history’s
longest running sports competition, the 32nd edition of the America’s
Cup Sailing Race.

The city and her people have been able, through hard work and wise
planning, to brilliantly draw their 2,000 years of history and cultural
identity into the new millennium...present it to the world and invite
guests to come, share and enjoy their city... their Valencia.

HISTORY To strengthen the Roman empire’s hold on newly
subjugated regions, settlements were established and populated with
Roman citizens. Often the settlers were retired legionnaires and their
families. Valencia, founded in 138 BC, is one such example.

Continued over
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PLACES OF INTEREST

HISTORY continued

Civil wars would occasionally break out between the empire’s
rival generals and factions. One such war erupted in 75 BC
between General Quintus Sertorius, Rome’s ruling authority

in Hispania, and General Cnaeus Pompeius Magnus, Pompey
the Great. The citizens of Valencia supported the popular
General Sertorius. This would prove to be tragic. Sertorius was
murdered at a banquet held in his honor. Pompey crushed the
rebellion and turned his wrath upon Valencia. Those not slain
were driven out or sold as slaves. Valencia was destroyed and
left desolate for the next half century.

In the 400s AD the Roman Empire declined as the Germanic
Visigoths marched in to fill the vacuum. By 625 AD Muslim
armies had crossed from North Africa and proceeded to conquer
most of the Iberian Peninsula. The Muslims entered Valencia

in 711 AD. The first thing they did was change the name of the
town to Balansiya.

Moorish rule of Valencia was benevolent and enlightened.

In one hand they brought the scimitar while in the other

they brought science, mathematics, medicines, spices, the
previously unknown orange as well as advanced farming

and irrigation techniques. The Moors were a desert people
and they understood the value to be found in a single drop of

water. Under the Moors, figuratively and literally... Valencia
blossomed.

Eventually, however, Muslim rule would be overthrown by
Roman Catholic kings during what would become known as
La Reconquista, the re-conquest of Spain. On October 9, 1238
King James I of Aragon, with his army of English, Germans,
Italians and French, rode triumphantly into Valencia. Fifty-
thousand Muslims were driven out. Valencia would now come
under the tight control of the power behind the throne, the
Roman Catholic Church. Many in Valencia and throughout
Spain would eventually pay a terrible price for ecumenical
zeal and unchecked ecclesiastical power that would grow out
of control. In the meantime, through trade and commerce,
over the next 200 years Valencia would develop into one of the
largest, most affluent and important cities in Europe.

By the early 1400s, Roman Popes appointed and empowered
their representatives to diligently seek out and punish
“heretics”...anyone who denied or did not scrupulously follow
Catholic dogma and bow in submission to Papal authority.
Despite the fact that thousands of them, in light of this threat,
converted to Roman Catholicism, the first victims in Valencia
were the Jews. Imprisonment, torture, forced confession,
confiscation of property and death by public burning at the
stake was the fate of the guilty and innocent alike. On March

31, 1492 having had the title of “Most Catholic King and
Queen” bestowed upon them by the Pope of the “Holy Mother
Church” Alexander VI, Ferdinand and Isabella signed the
Edict of Expulsion, the Alhambra Decree. On pain of death
“excepting their gold and silver or minted money...it was...
agreed and resolved that all Jews and Jewesses be ordered to
leave our kingdoms...”. The last execution in Valencia to be
carried out by Spanish Inquisitors took place in July 1826...
four centuries after it all began.

In the early 1600s Valencia kicked out the remaining Moors
who were the backbone of the agricultural work force. Chaos
and panic ensued as the economy again crashed and near
famine set in. Again when Valencia backed the losing Austrian
Habsburg claim to the throne in the War of Spanish Succession
(1701-14) the victorious French king, Philip V, would banish
the local nobility and strip Valencia of all rights. And finally
during and following the Spanish Civil War (1936-39), as the
seat of the leftist communist backed government, Valencia
again paid a heavy price when the fascist forces of General
Francisco Franco proved victorious.

After a long dictatorial rule General Franco died in 1975. This
led to the establishment of Spain’s constitutional monarchy and
the popular reign of King Juan Carlos I. Since that time, once
again, Valencia has slowly grown and prospered.

Places of Interest

The City of Arts and Sciences is famous throughout Spain
as one of Valencia’s most popular tourist destinations. The
beautiful complex is home to the interactive Science Museum,
the Hemisferic Planetarium, the Oceanographic Marine Park
and Aquarium and finally the Palau de les Arts Opera House.

La Lonja, the Silk Market, was founded in 1483. Today
it is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The market is one

of the finest and most beautiful examples of classic Gothic
architecture to be found in Europe.

The Mercado Central is a beautifully designed, large, and
colorful market that offers patrons just about anything they can
imagine. It is a wonderful and exciting place to explore and
take in the sights and sounds of the city.

O E1 Miguelete Bell Tower was built in the 1300s and rises
over 160 feet into the sky. The largest bell weighs over 10 tons
and was raised into place in the early 1500s.

The Plaza de la Virgen is located on the site of an earlier
Roman forum. Today, with its refreshing fountain as the
centerpiece, the plaza offers views of some of the most
beautiful buildings in Valencia.

@ The Serranos Towers are a well preserved, massive and
inspiring defensive fortification that helped to protect Valencia
beginning in the 1300s. From the top of the towers visitors
have a great view of the city and Turia River.

The Fine Arts Museum San Pio V is home to one of
Spain’s best art collections. Its gallery includes works
Velazquez, El Greco and Goya.

@ Santos Juanes Church was constructed in the 1300s and
was one of the first churches in Valencia. The interior dome of
the sanctuary is covered with beautiful frescos.

© San Juan del Hospital is another of Valencia’s striking
churches. Built in the mid 1200s the church houses a number
of newly discovered historic murals.

The Gonzalez Marti National Ceramics Museum was
refurbished in the rococo style in the mid 1700. The original
palace dates back to the 1500s. The museum is home to a
wonderful collection of ceramics and tiles many of which
were originally created in Spain’s Royal Ceramics Factory. In
addition to ceramics the museum also displays an interesting
collection of pieces from the 1700s and 1800s.

The Monastery of San Miguel de los Reyes, on the site
of an older abbey, dates back to the 1500s. The building is a
combination of Renaissance and Baroque styles. Today the
beautiful monastery is home to Valencia’s library.

The Instituto Valencia de Arte Moderno is home to one
of Spain’s best collections of modern art. Before you enter, if
you look closely at the tower you will see where cannon fire
struck the building when Napoleon attacked Valencia during
the Peninsula War (1808-1814).

Plaza de Toros, Valencia’s bull ring is among Spain’
largest. Bull fighting is one of the nation’s oldest and most
deeply ingrained cultural traditions. It is considered an art
rather than a sport.

Beyond Valencia

The Albufera Nature Reserve is about seven miles south
of Valencia. The park is located in the famous rice growing
region of Valencia. The park consists of a large lagoon and
wetlands. It is home to numerous migratory birds. Boat
rentals are available to help visitors get deeper into the
wetlands for close-up bird watching.

El Saler Beach is a beautiful setting about three miles outside
of Valencia. The sand is soft and clean, the water is warm
and the pine groves and dunes add a nice touch to the natural
surroundings.

Xativa is an old Spanish town that has hundreds of refreshing
fountains and a majestic medieval castle.

Requena is another medieval town close to Valencia. This
is the wine growing region. Here visitors can learn about the
history of wine growing and sample some of the local favorites.

SHORE EXCURSIONS To make the most of your visit to
Valencia and surrounding areas we suggest you take one of our
organized Shore Excursions. For information concerning tour
content and pricing, consult your Shore Excursion Brochure or
contact the Shore Excursion Desk.

* When going ashore, guests are advised to take with them
only the items they need and to secure any valuables.

» Take plenty of bottled water and sun screen.



